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NANOLIPOPROTEIN PARTICLES
COMPRISING A NATURAL RUBBER
BIOSYNTHETIC ENZYME COMPLEX AND
RELATED PRODUCTS, METHODS AND
SYSTEMS

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority to US provisional applica-
tion Ser. No. 61/784,288 entitled “Nanolipoprotein Particles
Comprising a Rubber Synthetic Enzyme and Related Prod-
ucts, Methods and Systems” filed on Mar. 14, 2013 incorpo-
rated herein by reference in its entirety. This application may
also be related to U.S. patent application entitled “Methods
and Systems for Monitoring Production of a Target Protein in
a Nanolipoprotein Particle” Ser. No. 12/118,530, filed on
May 9, 2008, to U.S. patent application entitled “Methods
and Systems for Producing Nanolipoprotein Particle” Ser.
No. 12/118,396, filed on May 9, 2008, to U.S. application
entitled “Nanolipoprotein Particles and Related Methods and
Systems for Protein Capture Solubilization and/or Purifica-
tion” Ser. No. 12/352,548, filed on Jan. 12, 2009, to US
application “Nanolipoprotein particles and related Composi-
tions Methods and Systems” Ser. No. 12/469,533, filed on
May 20, 2009, and to US application “Nanolipoprotein par-
ticles comprising hydrogenase and related products methods
and systems” Ser. No. 12/352,472, filed on Jan. 12, 2009 to
the disclosure of each of which is incorporated herein by
reference in its entirety.

STATEMENT OF GOVERNMENT GRANT

The United States Government has rights in this invention
pursuant to Contract No. DE-AC52-07NA27344 between the
U.S. Department of Energy and Lawrence Livermore
National Security, LL.C.

FIELD

The present disclosure relates to nanolipoprotein particles
(NLPs) and in particular to NLPs comprising a rubber syn-
thetic enzyme.

BACKGROUND

Nanolipoprotein particles (NLPs) and other particles of
nanoscale dimensions have been developed to support and
carry target molecules.

In particular, a number of research groups have prepared
recombinant high density lipoprotein particles (rHDL) as a
cell membrane mimetic for incorporating membrane pro-
teins. The latter consists of a hydrophobic moiety or mem-
brane interacting region that associates with the nonpolar
region of the lipid bilayer and portions that are hydrophilic
and extend to both the interior and exterior regions.

Constructions of catalytic systems based on nanolipopro-
tein particles is often challenging in view of the need to
reproduce the conditions necessary to provide the enzyme in
an active form.

SUMMARY

Provided herein are products, methods, and systems that
are based on a cell membrane mimetic in the form of a
nanolipoprotein particle that includes a natural rubber bio-
synthetic enzyme complex or rubber transferase complex
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(RuT), and allows, in several embodiments, performance in
vitro or ex vivo of a polymerization reaction associated with
such natural rubber biosynthetic enzymes or RuT. In some
embodiments the RuT can be a collection of biological
enzymes such as an enzyme capable of catalyzing rubber
polymerization (cis-prenyltransferase or CPT) and/or other
chemical reactions catalyzed by allene oxide synthase (AOS)
and small rubber particle protein (SRPP) resulting in a rubber
polymer production.

According to a first aspect, a nanolipoprotein particle is
described. The nanolipoprotein particle comprises natural
rubber biosynthetic enzyme complex RuT, typically com-
prised as a target protein, and in particular, in addition to the
natural rubber biosynthetic enzyme, a membrane forming
lipid, and a scaffold protein. In some embodiments the rubber
biosynthetic enzymes can comprise a naturally occurring
enzyme complex capable of catalyzing polymerization of
natural rubber, and in particular, a naturally occurring rubber
transferase enzyme complex or naturally occurring RuT.

According to a second aspect, a biocatalyst assembly is
described. The biocatalyst assembly comprises a nanolipo-
protein particle immobilized to a support. In the biocatalyst
assembly the nanolipoprotein particle comprises RuT, typi-
cally comprised as a target protein, a membrane forming
lipid, and a scaffold protein. In some embodiments of the
biocatalyst assembly, the target protein can be a naturally
occurring RuT.

According to a third aspect, a method to perform rubber
biosynthesis is described. The method comprises providing
reagents for performing biorubber synthesis and providing a
nanolipoprotein particle comprising RuT, a membrane form-
ing lipid, and a scaffold protein. The method further com-
prises contacting the reagents with the nanolipoprotein par-
ticle for a time and under conditions to allow rubber
formation to occur. In some embodiments, the RuT is a natu-
rally occurring enzyme complex capable of catalyzing poly-
merization of natural rubber.

According to a fourth aspect, a system to perform rubber
biosynthesis is described. The system comprises a nanolipo-
protein particle herein described, and reagents for performing
said rubber biosynthesis. In the system, the nanolipoprotein
particle comprises one or more RuT, a membrane forming
lipid, and a scaftold protein, and the nanolipoprotein particle,
and the reagents can be contacted for a time and under con-
ditions to allow performance of the chemical reaction cata-
lyzed by the RuT. In some embodiments, the RuT is a natu-
rally occurring enzyme complex capable of catalyzing a
polymerization reaction leading to formation of natural rub-
ber.

According to a fifth aspect, a device for performing a
rubber biosynthesis is described. The device comprises a
substrate compartment, and a catalyst compartment, with the
substrate compartment in communication with the catalyst
compartment. In the device, the catalyst compartment com-
prises a biocatalyst assembly, with the biocatalyst assembly
comprising a nanolipoprotein particle immobilized to a sup-
port, and with the nanolipoprotein particle comprising RuT, a
membrane forming lipid, and a scaffold protein. In the device,
the substrate compartment is configured to comprise a mono-
mer for the rubber biosynthesis catalyzed by the RuT and to
allow contact between said substrate and said RuT capable of
catalyzing substrate polymerization. A product compartment
can also be included that is in communication with the cata-
lyst compartment and is configured to comprise a polymer
produced, following the reaction of the monomers with the
RuT. In some embodiments, the rubber biosynthetic enzymes
are a naturally occurring enzyme complex capable of cata-
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lyzing polymerization of natural rubber, and in particular, a
rubber transferase enzyme complex or RuT.

The products, methods, and systems herein described, is
expected to allow in several embodiments, performance of
biosynthesis of a natural rubber and more particular of a
rubber polymerization in vitro or ex vivo.

The products, methods, and systems herein described can
be applied in several fields including basic biology research,
applied biology, bio-engineering, and additional fields, iden-
tifiable by a skilled person upon reading of the present dis-
closure.

The details of one or more embodiments of the disclosure
are set forth in the accompanying drawings and the descrip-
tion below. Other features, objects, and advantages will be
apparent from the description and drawings, and from the
claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated into
and constitute a part of this specification, illustrate one or
more embodiments of the present disclosure and, together
with the detailed description and the examples, serve to
explain the principles and implementations of the disclosure.

FIG. 1 shows a schematic illustration of a process, ex vivo
production of Natural Rubber using NIL.P-stabilized biosyn-
thetic enzymes, to provide the RuT biocatalyst-NLP accord-
ing to an embodiment herein disclosed.

FIG. 2 shows a schematic representation of a rubber par-
ticle structure.

FIG. 3 shows a schematic representation of a biocatalyst
device according to an embodiment herein disclosed. In par-
ticular, FIG. 3 shows a schematic representation of a rubber
production device wherein rubber is produced through a rub-
ber polymerization reaction performed with nanolipoprotein
particles comprising a RuT enzyme complex capable of per-
forming rubber polymerization reaction.

FIG. 4 shows a table illustrating results of C**-IPP incor-
poration assay of RuT comprised in an NLP.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Nanolipoprotein particles are herein disclosed that com-
prise RuT in its catalytically active form and related assem-
blies, devices, methods and systems.

The term RuT as used herein, indicates a biocatalyst that is
able to catalyze formation of natural rubber starting from
organic monomers. The term “biocatalysts” as used herein,
indicates biological catalysts (RuT) that are able to affect the
rate of a chemical reaction, such as transformations involving
organic monomeric compounds. “Rubbers” are polymers of
isoprene (2-methyl-1,3-butadiene), chloroprene (2-chloro-1,
3-butadiene), and/or isobutylene (methylpropene). In par-
ticular, natural rubbers comprise polymers of the organic
compound isoprene typically produced with minor impurities
of other organic compounds plus water. “Natural rubbers”
indicate rubbers that are typically produced by living organ-
isms such as rubber synthesizing plants. Forms of polyiso-
prene that are useful as natural rubbers are classified as elas-
tomers. Synthetic rubbers are instead artificial elastomers.
Currently, natural rubber is harvested mainly in the form of
the latex from certain trees. The latex is a sticky, milky,
colloid drawn off by making incisions into the bark and
collecting the fluid in vessels.

In some embodiments, herein described, the RuT that is
comprised in nanolipoprotein particles is a naturally occur-
ring rubber transferase derived from (e.g. isolated or purified
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from) one or more plants. Exemplary plants are Hevea Bra-
siliensis, Parthenium argentatum, Ficus elastica, EFuphorbia
lactifua and additional plants identifiable by a skilled person
upon reading of the present disclosure. Naturally occurring
RuT is typically formed by at least three proteins comprised
in a plant rubber particle (RP) and in particular, associated
with the monolayer membrane of the RP. In particular, natu-
rally occurring RuT refers typically to a complex of natural
rubber biosynthetic enzymes, comprising cis-prenyl trans-
ferase (CPT), allene oxide synthase (AOS), and small rubber
protein particle (SRPP) located in a monolayer membrane of
the RP. In several embodiments described herein, naturally
occurring RuT can be extracted from a monolayer membrane
system and placed into a bilayer system for polymer synthe-
sis. In some embodiments, in the nanolipoprotein particles
and related systems described herein, the bilayer can also
support rubber biosysnthesis in a plant-free manner. In sev-
eral embodiments described herein a monolayer membrane
protein RuT can be incorporated into a bilayer nanolipopro-
tein system for rubber biosynthesis.

“Rubber biosynthesis™ as used herein, refers to production
of natural rubber performed through at least part of the enzy-
matic pathway of latex-producing cells (also called laticifers)
within rubber plants resulting in the formation in the cyto-
plasm of these plants, of rubber particles. Enzymatic path-
ways resulting in RP formation in laticifers have evolved
during the dawn of the dicotyledoneae and are present in at
least four of the dictolydonous superorders. In plants, rubber
biosynthesis is catalyzed by a naturally occurring RuT mem-
brane complex in a monolayer membrane envelope, can
require two distinct substrates and a divalent cation cofactor,
and typically produces a high-molecular-weight isoprenoid
polymer. Purified rubber particles alone can contain all the
necessary factors for the production of rubber. Rubber par-
ticles can range in size from 0.2 to 10 um, and is dependent
from species to species and within the same plant. Addition-
ally, a correlation between rubber particle size and rubber
molecular weight can be demonstrated in several species.

The term “rubber particles” as used herein indicates par-
ticles wherein biosynthesis of rubber occurs in plants. Rubber
particles are surrounded by a single phospholipid membrane
with hydrophobic tails pointed inward. The membrane allows
biosynthetic proteins to be sequestered at the surface of the
growing rubber particle, which allows new monomeric units
to be added from outside the biomembrane, but within the
laticifer. Typically a rubber particle is an enzymatically active
entity that contains three layers of material, the rubber par-
ticle, a biomembrane, and free monomeric units (see e.g.
[44]-[48] each of which incorporated herein by reference in
its entirety). In RP, the biomembrane is typically held tightly
to the rubber core due to the interaction involving the double
bonds of the rubber polymer backbone. Free monomeric units
and conjugated proteins make up the outer layer. The rubber
precursor is typically isopentenyl pyrophosphate (an allylic
compound), which elongates by Mg**-dependent condensa-
tion by the action of rubber transferase. The monomer adds to
the pyrophosphate end of the growing polymer. The process
displaces the terminal high-energy pyrophosphate. The reac-
tion produces a cis polymer. The initiation step can be cata-
lyzed by prenyltransferase, which converts three monomers
of isopentenyl pyrophosphate into farnesyl pyrophosphate.
The farnesyl pyrophosphate can bind to rubber transferase to
elongate a new rubber polymer. In embodiments described
herein, rubber biosynthesis can be performed using the RuT
extracted from a lipid monolayer and placed within a bilayer
NLP.
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The term “nanolipoprotein particle” “nanodisc” “rHDL”
or “NLP” as used herein indicates a supramolecular complex
formed by a membrane forming lipid and a scaffold protein,
that following assembly in presence of a target protein also
include the target protein. The NLPs can function as stabi-
lized lipid biolayer mimetics and can be comprised of bio-
logical components. In general, NLPs are discoidal in shape
and have a diameter that ranges in size from 10 to 30 nm in
diameter and up to 5 to 6 nm in height. The scaffold protein
and target protein constitute protein components of the NLP.
The scaffold proteins can be amphipathic lipoproteins in the
NLP. The membrane forming lipid constitutes a lipid compo-
nent of the NLP. The NLP with the incorporated proteins can
also be examined by cryo electron microscopy, transmission
electron microscopy, and other methods known to those
skilled in the art. From electron microscopy techniques, the
structures of the NLPs can be reconstructed using computa-
tional methods to obtain the three dimensional reconstruc-
tions. In several embodiments described herein, RuT has been
obtained from a monolayer membrane envelope, and placed
into optimized NLPs for the presentation and stabilization, of
a functional enzyme complex system. Additionally, in several
embodiments described herein, NLPs can be used for poly-
mer synthesis, and in particular, can be used for rubber syn-
thesis.

In order to obtain purified NLPs, the NLPS can be sepa-
rated from impurities using Size Exclusion Chromatography
(SEC), which based on the particle size, can be used to sepa-
rate the NLPs from excess lipids, and excess proteins. SEC
can be useful in the preliminary characterization and the
purification of NLPs. Polyacrylamide Gel Electrophoreses
(PAGE) can be useful for determining the purity of the sample
and to give a bulk analysis of the mixed populations, for
example, the mixture of complexes and the excess proteins
that are unable to form a complex. In order to confirm the
height, diameter and discoidal morphology of the NLPs,
Atomic Force Microscopy (AFM) can be used to obtain the
single particle diameter and height analysis. Additional tech-
niques known to those skilled in the art can be used to obtain
NLP purity and characterize the morphology of the NLPs.

The term “protein” as used herein indicates a polypeptide
with a particular secondary and tertiary structure that can
participate in, but not limited to, interactions with other bio-
molecules including other proteins, DNA, RNA, lipids,
metabolites, hormones, chemokines, and small molecules.

The term “polypeptide” as used herein indicates an organic
polymer composed of two or more amino acid monomers
and/or analogs thereof. Accordingly, the term “polypeptide”
includes amino acid polymers of any length including full
length proteins and peptides, as well as analogs and fragments
thereof. A polypeptide of three or more amino acids can be a
protein oligomer or oligopeptide.

As used herein the term “amino acid”, “amino acidic
monomer”, or “amino acid residue” refers to any of the
twenty naturally occurring amino acids including synthetic
amino acids with unnatural side chains and including both D
and L optical isomers. The term “amino acid analog” refers to
an amino acid in which one or more individual atoms have
been replaced, either with a different atom, isotope, or with a
different functional group but is otherwise identical to its
natural amino acid analog.

The term “scaffold protein” as used herein indicates any
protein that is capable of self-assembly with an amphipathic
lipid in an aqueous environment, organizing the amphipatic
lipid into a bilayer, and include but are not limited to apoli-
poproteins, lipophorines, derivatives thereof (such as trun-
cated and tandemly arrayed sequences) and fragments thereof
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(e.g. peptides), such as apolipoprotein E4, 22K fragment,
liphorin III, apolipoprotein A-1, apolipophorin III from the
silk moth B. mori, and the like. In particular, in some embodi-
ments rationally designed amphipathic peptides can serve as
a protein component of the NLP.

In some embodiment, the peptides are amphipatic helical
peptides that mimic the alpha helices of an apolipoprotein
component that are oriented with the long axis perpendicular
to the fatty acyl chains of the amphipatic lipid and in particu-
lar of the phosphoplipid.

The term “target protein” as used herein indicates any
protein having a structure that is suitable for attachment to or
association with a biological membrane or biomembrane (i.e.
an enclosing or separating amphipathic layer that acts as a
barrier within or around a cell). In particular, target proteins
include proteins that contain large regions or structural
domains that are hydrophobic (the regions that are embedded
in or bound to the membrane); those proteins can be
extremely difficult to work with in aqueous systems, since
when removed from their normal lipid bilayer environment
those proteins tend to aggregate and become insoluble.
Accordingly, target proteins are protein that typically can
assume an active form wherein the target protein exhibits one
or more functions or activities, and an inactive form wherein
the target protein doe not exhibit those functions/activities.
Exemplary target proteins include but are not limited to mem-
brane proteins, i.e. proteins that can be attached to, or asso-
ciated with the membrane of a cell or an organelle, such as
integral membrane proteins (i.e. proteins (or assembly of
proteins) that are permanently attached to the biological
membrane.), or peripheral membrane proteins (i.e. proteins
that adhere only temporarily to the biological membrane with
which they are associated). Integral membrane proteins can
be separated from the biological membranes only using deter-
gents, nonpolar solvents, or sometimes denaturing agents.
Peripheral membrane proteins are proteins that attach to inte-
gral membrane proteins, or penetrate the peripheral regions of
the lipid bilayer with an attachment that is reversible.

“Detergents” as described herein, refer to amphipathic
molecules, or molecules that can contain both a nonpolar
“tail” having aliphatic or aromatic character and a polar
“head”. Tonic character of the polar head group forms the
basis for broad classification of detergents in ionic (charged,
either anionic or cationic), nonionic (uncharged) or zwitteri-
onic (having both positively and negatively charged groups
but with a net charge of zero) detergents. In biological
research, detergents can be used to lyse cells (release soluble
proteins), solubilize membrane proteins and lipids, control
protein crystallization, prevent nonspecific binding in affinity
purification and immunoassay procedures, and as additives in
electrophoresis. Exemplary detergents that can be used in
methods and procedures herein described comprise ionic
detergents such as amphipol A8-35, cholic acid, deoxycholic
acid, LysoFos glycerol, sodium dodecanoyl sarcosine, cetyl
methyl ammonium bromide, and sodium dodecyl sulfate;
nonionic detergents such as Triton X-100, Brij 35, Tween 20,
Tween 80, and octyl B-glucoside; bile acid salts; and/or zwit-
terionic detergents such as CHAPS, CHAPSO and Sulfobe-
taine; as well as additional detergents identifiable by a skilled
person upon reading of the present disclosure.

In some embodiments, detergent monomers can be used to
solubilize membrane proteins by partitioning into the mem-
brane bilayer or a membrane monolayer. With increasing
amounts of detergents, membranes can then undergo various
stages of solubilization. The initial stage is lysis or rupture of
the membrane. A detergent:membrane lipid molar ratio of
0.1:1 through 1:1 the lipid bilayer usually remains intact but
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selective extraction of some membrane proteins occurs.
Increasing the ratio to 2:1, solubilization of the membrane
occurs resulting in mixed micelles. These include phospho-
lipid-detergent micelles, detergent-protein micelles, and
lipid-detergent-protein micelles. At a ratio of 10:1, all native
membrane lipid:protein interactions are effectively
exchanged for detergent:protein interactions.

The amount of detergent that can be used for protein
extraction depends on the CMC, aggregation number, tem-
perature and nature of the membrane and the specific deter-
gent as will be understood by a skilled person. The solubili-
zation buffer typically contains sufficient detergent to provide
greater than 1 micelle per membrane protein molecule to
ensure that individual protein molecules are isolated in sepa-
rate micelles. In several embodiments described herein,
detergents are used in a buffer to solubilize the RuT from the
lipid monolayer prior to incorporation of the RuT into NLPs.
The detergent can be removed by dialysis using techniques
identifiable by those skilled in the art. In an exemplary
embodiment, the detergent used for solubilizing can be for
example cholate (e.g. about 20 mM) in standard phosphate
buffered saline (PBS) or tris buffered saline (TBS) at pH
about 7.5 which can then be removed by dialysis according to
techniques and procedures identifiable by a skilled person.

In embodiments of the nanolipoprotein particles herein
disclosed, at least one target protein of the NLP is a rubber
synthetic enzyme and in particular a rubber transferase com-
plex or RuT.

The term “rubber transferase” (RuT) identifies enzymes
that can catalyze the chemical reaction:

poly-cis-polyprenyl diphosphate+isopentenyl
diphosphate~diphosphate+a poly-cis-polyprenyl
diphosphate longer by one Cs unit

Thus, the two substrates of this enzyme are typically poly-
cis-polyprenyl diphosphate and isopentenyl diphosphate,
whereas its two products are diphosphate and poly-cis poly-
prenyl diphosphate longer by one C5 unit. It should be noted
that naturally occurring rubber particles contain in addition to
cis-prenyl transferase (CPT) to additional enzymes—allene
oxise synthase (AOS) and small rubber protein particle
(SRPP)—the two proteins are required for biosynthesis of
natural rubber.

Exemplary rubber synthetic enzymes comprise a rubber
transferase complex from guayule (P, argentatum), para rub-
ber tree (H. brasiliensis) and Russian dandelion (7. kok-
saghyz), and additional rubber transferase identifiable by a
skilled person. The enzymes can be used as cloned enzymes
and can also be derived from crude RP membranes.

In some embodiments the RuT is capable of catalyzing
rubber polymerization and in particular production of natural
rubber. Natural Rubber (NR) is a raw material used through-
out the world with an annual global consumption rate topping
10 million metric tons; overall world-wide demand is pro-
jected to increase markedly over the next decade (1,2). Typi-
cally NR comprises a renewable, high molecular weight cis-
polyisoprene exhibiting durable elasticity and other
performance/material properties identifiable by a skilled per-
son in comparison with petroleum-derived “synthetic” rubber
or SR. Typically, natural rubber can be harvested from Hevea
rubber trees and processed into crude rubber that can be
further elaborated into a variety of products. The bulk of NR
is typically used to produce tires and is often blended with
synthetic rubber (SR), the latter being comprised of butadi-
ene, isoprene, styrene, and isobutylene.

Rubber biosynthetic enzymes capable of catalyze forma-
tion of NR typically reside in rubber particles (RP) contained
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within the plant interstices; most, if not all of the biosynthetic
enzymes are associated with a cellular membrane structure
embodied in the RPs. Typically, in nature, rubber particles are
formed in the cytoplasm of specialized latex producing cells
called laticifers within rubber synthesizing plants [38]. Rub-
ber particles are surrounded by a single phospholipid mem-
brane with hydrophobic tails pointed inward. The membrane
allows biosynthetic proteins to be sequestered at the surface
of'the growing rubber particle, which allows new monomeric
units to be added from outside the biomembrane but within
the lacticifer. The rubber particle can be considered an enzy-
matically active entity that contains three layers of material,
the rubber particle, a biomembrane, and free monomeric
units. The biomembrane is held tightly to the rubber core due
to the interactions of the membrane with the double bonds of
the rubber polymer backbone [39]. In RPs, free monomeric
units and conjugated proteins make up the outer layer. The
rubber precursor is isopentenyl pyrophosphate (an allylic
compound), which elongates by Mg>*-dependent condensa-
tion by the action of rubber transferase. The monomer adds to
the pyrophosphate end of the growing polymer [40]. The
process displaces the terminal high energy pyrophosphate.
The reaction produces a cis polymer. The initiation step is
catalyzed by prenyltransferase, which converts three mono-
mers of isopentenyl pyrophosphate into farnesyl pyrophos-
phate [41]. The farnesyl pyrophosphate can bind to rubber
transferase to elongate a new rubber polymer. The required
isopentenyl pyrophosphate is typically obtained from the
mevalonate (MVA) pathway, which is derives from acetyl-
CoA in the cytosol. In plants, isoprene pyrophosphate can
also be obtained from 1-deox-D-xyulose-5-phosphate/2-C-
methyl-D-erythritol-4-phosphate pathway within plasmids
[42]. The relative ratio of the farnesyl pyrophosphate initiator
unit and isoprenyl pyrophosphate elongation monomer deter-
mines the rate of new particle synthesis versus elongation of
existing particles.

In embodiments herein described functional rubber bio-
synthetic enzymes, can be cloned and expressed fabricate
NLP structures that contain functional NR biosynthetic
enzymes and possibly build a device to enable “ex vivo”
rubber biosynthesis. In some embodiments, biosynthetic
enzymes can be obtained from the genomes of guayule (P.
argentatum), para rubber trees (H. barsiliensis) and Russian
dandelions (7. koksaghyz) as well as other rubber latex pro-
ducing plants and express them in NLP constructs. Exem-
plary rubber producing enzymes comprise cis-prenyl trans-
ferase (CPT), allene oxide synthase (AOS) and small rubber
particle protein (SRPP). In some embodiments NLP con-
structs containing the biosynthetic enzymes will be housed in
a device that enables application of industrial biotechnology
production/manufacturing tenets. In some embodiments,
NLPs comprising rubber producing enzymes is expected to
allow a scalable processes and lower overall raw material and
production costs.

In embodiments of the nanolipoprotein particles herein
disclosed the rubber synthetic enzyme, e.g. the enzyme
capable of catalyzing rubber polymerization or other rubber
synthesis, is comprised in a functional or active form, i.e.
performing or able to perform, under appropriate conditions,
one or more of the functions associated to the rubber poly-
merization in a system, such as an organism, from which the
biocatalyst has been derived.

In embodiments herein described, the RuT is comprised in
the NLP together with membrane forming lipids. The term
“membrane forming lipid” or “amphipathic lipid” as used
herein indicates a lipid possessing both hydrophilic and
hydrophobic properties that in an aqueous environment
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assemble in a lipid bilayer structure that consists of two
opposing layers of amphipathic molecules known as polar
lipids. Each polar lipid has a hydrophilic moiety, i.e., a polar
group such as, a derivatized phosphate or a saccharide group,
and a hydrophobic moiety, i.e., a long hydrocarbon chain.
Exemplary polar lipids include phospholipids, sphingolipids,
glycolipids, ether lipids, sterols and alkylphosphocholines.
Amphipathic lipids include but are not limited to membrane
lipids, i.e. amphipathic lipids that are constituents of a bio-
logical membrane, such as phospholipids like dimyris-
toylphosphatidylcholine (DMPC) or dioleoylphosphoetha-
nolamine (DOPE) or dioleoylphosphatidylcholine (DOPC),
or dipalmitoylphosphatidylcholine (DPPC). Additional
exemplary polar lipids include synthetic phospholipid-based
asymmetric bola-amphiphile mimetic of the natural lipids in
archaea. (Sun, X. et al 2006), which are particularly suitable
in embodiments, wherein performance of reactions at a high
temperature is desired since the structure of the archaea lipids
is thought to keep the membrane intact at upwards of 90° C.
(see also [23]). In some embodiments, the temperatures can
be maintained below about 30° C. In some of those embodi-
ments the average temperature can be about 23.8° C. In some
embodiments the range of temperatures for the reaction can
be fromabout 22° C. to about 25° C. In embodiments in which
DMPC is used, the temperature can be about 28.7° C.

The membrane forming lipid and the protein components
of'the NLP are generally able to self-assemble in a biological
(largely aqueous) environment according to the thermody-
namics associated with water exclusion (increasing entropy)
during self-assembly.

In some embodiments of the methods and systems herein
provided, the amphipathic lipid and the protein components
of the NLP are allowed to assembly in a cell free expression
system.

“Cell free” as described herein, indicates an in vitro tool
widely used to study biological reactions that happen within
cells while reducing the complex interactions found in a
whole cell. Additionally, cell free can also be used to perform
enzymatic activity utilizing a cell’s organelles to perform the
enzymatic reaction of interest. In order to obtain the
organelles of interest, subcellular fractions can be isolated by
ultracentrifugation to provide molecular machinery that can
be used in reactions in the absence of many of the other
cellular components.

Cell-free biosystems indicate extracts made from whole
cell preparations. The systems can be prepared by mixing a
number of purified enzymes and coenzymes. Cell-free bio-
systems can be used as a low-cost biomanufacturing platform
compared to microbial fermentation used in standard labora-
tory procedure. Cell-free in vitro biosystems can be con-
trolled and accessed without membranes or with membranes,
and/or detergents and lipids. For example, cell-free protein
synthesis is becoming a new alternative choice for fast protein
synthesis. In cell-free biosystem, high product yields can be
accomplished without the formation of by-products or the
synthesis of cell mass. In vitro biosystems can implement
some biological reactions that living microbes or chemical
catalysts cannot implement before. Enzymatic systems with-
out the barrier of cellular membrane usually have faster reac-
tion rates than microbial systems. Enzyme cocktails can be
enabled to tolerate toxic compounds as will be understood by
a skilled person. Enzyme mixtures usually work under broad
reaction conditions, such as high temperature, low pH, the
presence of organic solvents or ionic liquids. Exemplary
methods of obtaining proteins via cell free systems can be
found in Cappucchio et al [49] and in additional references
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identifiable by a skilled person upon reading of the present
disclosure (see also Example 9).

In particular, the NLP components can be contacted to
form an admixture that then can be subjected to a temperature
transition cycle in presence of a detergent. In the temperature
cycle, the temperature of the admixture is raised above and
below the gel crystalline transition temperature of the mem-
brane forming lipids. Exemplary procedures expected to
result in formation of an NLP comprising a biocatalyst com-
prise in situ incorporation of the biocatalyst into self-assem-
bling NLPs (according to procedure where lipid, scaffold,
biocatalyst, possibly surfactant are added together and sub-
jected to transition temp fluctuation to assemble NLPs and
incorporate biocatalyst simultaneously) A further description
of'this method can also be found in the U.S. patent application
entitled “Nanolipoprotein Particles and Related Methods and
Systems for Protein Capture Solubilization and/or Purifica-
tion” Ser. No. 12/352,548 filed on Jan. 12, 2009 and incorpo-
rated herein by reference in its entirety. Additionally the RuT-
NLPs herein disclosed are also expected to be provided by
incubation of preformed NLPs with the RuT and possibly
surfactant, and the “one pot” synthesis, where gene sequences
encoding the biocatalyst and scaffold protein are used to
direct the (cell-free) synthesis of the necessary NLP compo-
nents in “one pot” extensively described in U.S. patent appli-
cation entitled “Methods and Systems for Producing Nanoli-
poprotein Particle” Ser. No. 12/118,396 filed on May 9, 2008
herein incorporated by reference in its entirety. The RuT can
be supplied in the following forms in the above variants:
inside the native membrane, purified from the native mem-
brane, in natural or artificial liposomes. The RuT can also be
expressed recombinantly in another organism such as E. coli,
and be used in the recombinant form in the native membrane,
liposomes, or purified.

Assembly of RuT can be detected using techniques iden-
tifiable by the skilled person upon reading of the present
disclosure that include Atomic Force Microscopy or Trans-
mission Electron Microscopy. The insertion of biocatalyst in
NLPs can be inferred from a comparison of size between
empty NLP and supposed biocatalyst NLP using: Size Exclu-
sion Chromatography, Native, and denaturing Poly-Acryla-
mide Gel Electrophoresis, and a height comparison in AFM.
Additionally, in using gel electrophorese to examine the com-
plex and proteins within the complex, protein spots can also
be excised out of the gel and mass spectrometry can be used
to identify the proteins through trypsin fragmentations. In
embodiments described herein, the RuT complex with NLP
obtained can be of a size of 20+/-5 nm, obtained by SEC.

The term “detect” or “detection” as used herein indicates
the determination of the existence, presence or fact of RuT-
NLP and/or related activities in a limited portion of space,
including but not limited to a sample, a reaction mixture, a
molecular complex and a substrate. A detection is “quantita-
tive” when it refers, relates to, or involves the measurement of
quantity or amount of the biocatalyst, biocatalyst-NLP and/or
related activities (also referred as quantitation), which
includes but is not limited to any analysis designed to deter-
mine the amounts or proportions of the biocatalyst, biocata-
lyst NLP and/or related activities. A detection is “qualitative”
when it refers, relates to, or involves identification of a quality
or kind of the biocatalyst, biocatalyst-NLP and/or related
activities in terms of relative abundance to another biocata-
lyst, biocatalyst-NLP and/or related activities, which is not
quantified.

The assembled RuT-NLPs include the rubber synthetic
enzyme complex or RuT in a functional or active form and in
particular the biocatalytic active site can catalyze rubber for-
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mation by polymerization pf isoprenyl pyrophosphate (IPP).
In several embodiments described herein, detecting the
enzyme activity in the NPL can be performed using an assay
based on *C IPP incorporation (see e.g. Example 8) as well
as by additional techniques identifiable by a skilled person.

In several embodiments, a RuT-NLP can contain a mass
ratio of between 1:1 and 20:1 of lipid to scaffold protein. The
ratio of scaffold protein to RuT can be varied from 1:0.025 to
1:1. The concentration of membrane forming lipid can be
varied from 0.1 to 20 mg/per mL.. A skilled person will be able
to identify the appropriate ratios based on the size and dimen-
sion (lipid to scaffold protein ratio) and the protein-protein
interactions (Scaffold protein to rubber synthetic enzyme
ratio) characterizing the rubber synthetic enzyme complex or
RuT of choice.

Enzyme stability can be varied due to the rubber trans-
ferase species, accession, degree of purification, assay con-
ditions and assay temperatures. In order to check stability one
can determine the linear range of incorporation rate with time
in order to generate kinetic comparisons. For example, RPs
from P. argentatum strain 593 would generate a low limit of
detectionat25° C. at 1 hour of'an activity assay in comparison
to another transferase from another species such as P. argen-
tatum strain 11491 which is more stable at this temperature
for a much longer time [43]. A person skilled in the art can
determine the optimal temperatures depending on the species
used, and in the conditions in which the RuT are incorporated
into NLPs.

In order to test the stability and the activity of the RuT
within NLPs, rubber transferase activity can be measured by
IPP incorporation rates as well as performing a kinetic analy-
sis of the RuT within the NLPs to analyze the rubber biosyn-
thesis. In a kinetic analysis, the synthesis of rubber depends
onthe concentrations of FPP (initiator), IPP (monomeric) and
magnesium ions (the activators). Kinetic constants can be
determined for each by varying the concentrations one at a
time, while the other two are present in nonlimiting but non-
inhibitory concentrations. These constants can also vary over
several orders of magnitude in different rubber producing
species for the initiator and over at least one order of magni-
tude for the magnesium ion activator. Thus, several species-
specific experiments can be required to find the appropriate
concentration ranges for good kinetic data and can the
amount of experimentation can be determined by one skilled
in the art. Depending on which aspect of rubber biosynthesis
is under investigation, the initiation reaction, the polymeriza-
tion reaction, or both simultaneously (as is most common),
different kinetic analyses are appropriate. (43) In general, a
Michaelis-Menton plot of 1/v versus 1/[APP] can generally
result in a curved plot, leading to a subjective linear regres-
sion and a doubtful Km,. For the IPP polymerization reaction,
in the presence of nonlimiting initiator concentrations, the
Eadie-Hofstee plot of v/[S] versus [S] can generate a linear
plot over most concentrations but very low IPP concentra-
tions and nonlimiting IPP concentrations should be deleted.
The gradient of the plot is -Km™”, and the y-axis intercept is
Vi EE for IPP in the particular initiator used. However,
short initiators can also generate curved v/[S] versus [S] plots.
Inthese circumstances, using a Hill plot can be used to obtain
a Hill plot of log(v-V,,,.)/v plotted against log [S]. In this
plot, the Km**” is the x-axis value where y=1.

Functionality of the RuT comprised in the NLP can also be
detected by several techniques that are based on the detection
of the polymer that is produced. Exemplary techniques to
detect the biocatalyst activity include detection of polymer
production catalyzed by a RuT-NLP. Additional techniques to
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detect rubber synthetic enzyme activity are identifiable by a
skilled person upon reading of the present disclosure.

In several embodiments, where the rubber synthetic
enzyme is from a living organism, the biocatalyst activity
detected for RuT-NLPs is expected to be comparable with the
activity of the native rubber biosynthetic enzyme complex in
the biological environment where RuT is derived.

In several embodiments, RuT-NPL herein described can be
used in method to perform a rubber synthesis, and in particu-
lar, in embodiments where the RuT is derived from an organ-
ism, to perform in vitro a rubber polymerization that can be
performed and in particular is catalyzed by the rubber syn-
thetic enzyme in the organism in vivo.

The wording “polymerization” relates to a process of react-
ing monomer molecules together in a chemical reaction to
form polymer chains or three-dimensional networks. In par-
ticular, synthesis of a rubber is performed by polymerization
of an organic monomer such as nucleotide, amino acid, iso-
prene and additional monomers identifiable by a skilled per-
son. In several embodiments described herein, polymeriza-
tion synthesis, and in particular rubber polymerization, is
performed using NLPs.

The terms “catalyzed”, “catalyze” and “catalysis” as used
herein relates to the process in which the rate of a chemical
reaction is increased by means of a chemical substance
known as a catalyst, which in the present application, is a
biosynthetic enzyme and in particular a membrane bound
biosynthetic enzyme.

The wording “in vitro™, as used herein, indicates a tech-
nique of performing a given procedure in a controlled envi-
ronment outside of a living organism and includes any pro-
cedures experimentations or measurements done in an
artificial environment outside the living organism comprising
the procedures commonly identified as “ex vivo”. The term
“organism” and in particular “living organism” as used herein
indicates an individual biological system capable to carry on
the activities associated with life, which includes but is not
limited to animal, plant, fungus, or micro-organisms. In at
least some form, organisms are capable of reacting to stimuli,
reproduction, growth and maintenance as a stable whole. An
organism can be unicellular or multicellular, which include
organisms, such humans, constituted by many billions of cells
grouped into specialized tissues and organs. Exemplary liv-
ing organisms for the rubber synthetic enzyme-NLPs of the
present disclosure include but are not limited to several plant
organism Guayule, Ficus, Hevea, and Taraxacum koksaghyz.

In some embodiments, the chemical reaction catalyzed by
RuT-NLP is polymer production and in particular rubber
production, and the NLPs incorporated with RuT can be used
to catalyze production of the polymer starting from an organic
substrate that is processed to provide polymers produced by
RuT-NLPs.

In certain embodiments wherein the reaction is performed
as a solution phase reactions, RuT-NLPs can be used at high
concentrations and also can provide access to substrate of
biosynthesis. In some embodiments, a RuT in NLPs reaction
can be performed with a rubber biosynthetic enzyme in a
soluble and functional form without need of surfactants. In
some embodiments, the nanoscale dimensions of the NLPs
enable a high packing density of RuT. Additionally, RuT-
NLPs can be attached to a solid phase support (through the
apolipoprotein) in such a way as to provide access to both
sides of the lipid bilayer, providing increased access of the
reactants to the active site of the biocatalyst. In several
embodiments, during use of purified membrane proteins, the
proteins are stabilized in the conditions in which the proteins
are dissolved (e.g. about 20 mM cholate in PBS or TBS).
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A skilled person will be able to identify the above proce-
dures and any appropriate or necessary variations upon read-
ing of the present disclosure and in particular of the detailed
description and the examples section.

In several embodiments of the present disclosure, reagents
for the performance and/or detection of a chemical reaction
catalyzed by RuT-NLPs herein disclosed, and can be pro-
vided in systems for performing the chemical reaction, also
including the appropriate rubber biosynthetic enzymes.

In particular, in some embodiments RuT can be supplied in
the following forms in the above variants: inside the native
membrane, purified from the native membrane, in natural or
artificial liposomes. In some embodiments RuT can also be
expressed recombinantly in another organism such as E. coli,
and be used in the recombinant form in the native membrane,
liposomes, or purified. In some embodiments, purification of
RuT-NLP can be performed to obtain a purification of the
RuT greater than about 90% (see e.g. Example 10).

In the kit of parts herein disclosed, the components of the
kit can be provided, with suitable instructions and other nec-
essary reagents, in order to perform the methods here dis-
closed. In some embodiments, the kit can contain the com-
positions in separate containers. Instructions, for example
written or audio instructions, on paper or electronic support
such as tapes or CD-ROMs, for carrying out the assay, can
also be included in the kit. The kit can also contain, depending
on the particular method used, other packaged reagents and
materials (i.e. wash buffers and the like).

In some embodiments, RuT-NLPs provide a well-defined
water-soluble matrix that maintains the enzymatic activity
and that is amenable to incorporation into more complex
architectures.

Exemplary architectures comprise RuT suitable for poly-
merizing rubber, wherein RuT-NLPs herein described is
immobilized to a suitable support or scaffold.

The term “support” as used herein indicates any material or
substance suitable to hold up or serve as a foundation or prop
for the biocatalyst-NLPs herein described.

In some embodiments, a support for RUT-NLP comprises a
material for attaching RuT-NLPs to immobilize RuT-NLPs to
a solid phase so that RuT-NLPs can be isolated from the liquid
phase which can then be removed and replenished.

The term “immobilize” as used herein indicates the act or
the condition of reducing up to minimizing or eliminating the
motion of a biocatalyst-NLP. In particular, in some embodi-
ments, RuT-NLP can be immobilized via a chemical linkage
to the NLP lipid or a chemical linkage through the apolipo-
protein. The chemical linkage through the lipid can be pro-
vided, for example, using a biotin labeled lipid and attaching
the protein avidin to the surface of the support. Additionally,
the NLP can be attached through the apolipoprotein using a
histidine tag on the protein and attaching to a Nickel-NTA
terminated support. The latter is described in detail in [15].
The NLP can also be attached through other chemical link-
ages from the apolipoprotein, for example, through lysine
residues an amide bond can be formed between the apolipo-
protein and a support functionalized with carboxylic acid
groups. In some embodiments cross-linking the carboxylic
acid groups can be performed by contacting cinnamate esters
with the NLP to cross link the NLP onto a support, according
to approaches identifiable to those skilled in the art.

In some embodiments, the RuT-NLPs can also be immo-
bilized to solid supports for heterogeneous catalysis, which
would provide the opportunity to flush reaction byproducts
which could poison the catalyst activity, and/or provide the
opportunity to regenerate the catalyst using reducing agents
that can then be easily removed. In particular in some embodi-
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ments, RUT-NLP can be immobilized to a support configured
to enable, and in particular optimize production of rubber.

In some embodiments, RuT-NLPs herein disclosed and/or
related assemblies, allows improvements of an ex vivo enzy-
matic strategy, in particular when stable, active biocatalyst
can be immobilized on surfaces for reactant cycling and to
prevent catalyst poisoning from reaction byproducts. In some
embodiments, reactions can be performed can be performed
using sterilized reagents, distilled pyrogen free water, or com-
mercial sterilized water for injection, in order to minimize
occurrence catalyst poisoning.

In some embodiments, RuT-NLPs herein described are
expected to find application in a linked network of chemical
processes that produces rubber or other polymers.

In some embodiments, NL.Ps comprising rubber producing
polymer is expected to be useful to provide a source of natural
rubber (NR) through an efficient source for producing a raw
material (natural rubber or NR) using nanoparticle technol-
ogy.

Additional uses and embodiments of RuT-NLPs herein
disclosed are based on the ability of RuT-NLP to allow attach-
ment of a functional membrane-bound rubber biosynthetic
enzyme to a solid support using the surrounding NLP as an
attachment point and additional parameters identifiable by a
skilled person.

Exemplary architectures include devices, such as biomi-
metic hydrogen production devices, for performing one or
more reactions catalyzed by -RuT-NLP of interest. An
example of such a device is illustrated in Example 7 wherein
ahybrid microbial fuel cell is schematically illustrated. Addi-
tional devices can include a “hybrid self-contained biohydro-
gen production and storage device”.

Further details concerning the nanoparticles, assemblies,
devices, methods and systems herein disclosed, can be iden-
tified by the person skilled in the art upon reading of the
present disclosure.

EXAMPLES

The methods and system herein disclosed are further illus-
trated in the following examples, which are provided by way
of illustration and are not intended to be limiting.

In particular, in the following examples, a further descrip-
tion of the nanoparticles methods and systems of the present
disclosure is provided with reference to exemplary applica-
tions. A person skilled in the art will appreciate the applica-
bility of the features described in detail for nanoparticles
comprising enzyme capable of catalyzing rubber polymeriza-
tion from to nanoparticles including other rubber synthetic
enzymes as defined herein.

Example 1

Preparation of RuT-NLPs

Nanolipoprotein particles comprising a rubber synthetic
enzyme can be formed according to the approach schemati-
cally illustrated in FIG. 1.

In particular, FIG. 1 provides an overview of the process
used to assemble RuT-NLPs: Plant cells were first lysed and
cellular membranes were separated and washed using cen-
trifugation, forming insoluble membrane fragments and
vesicles.

In particular in the illustration of FIG. 1 fabrication of
NLPs such that during particle formation, rubber particle
membrane preparations are added to self-assembling mixture
of apolipoproteins, phospholipids and co-factors. When NLP
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self-assembly reaction is complete, stable inclusion of rubber
transferase enzyme(s) from rubber particle membranes will
be achieved, i.e. active rubber biosynthetic enzymes (rubber
transferase enzymes) will be incorporated into NLP con-
structs, with full retention of activity; this process is outlined
in the FIG. 1.

In essence, during the self-assembly of the NLP, the rubber
biosynthetic enzymes or rubber transferase enzymes con-
tained in the crude membranes prepared from rubber particles
will be incorporated into NLP constructs with full retention of
biological activity. An alternative representation of this
approach is shown in FIGS. 2 and 3.

In the approaches illustrated in FIGS. 1 to 3, biosynthetic
enzymes that comprise the rubber transferase complex are
contained within NLPs structures in a manner similar to that
described previously for bacterial enzymes. These particles
are compartmentalized such that monomeric substrates far-
nesyl pyrophosphate (polymer initiation) and isopentenyl
pyrophosphate (IPP) can added/presented to the rubber trans-
ferase-NLP complex and biosynthesis of natural rubber
ensues. IPP can be affordably prepared on scale from known
and established synthetic routes.

Example 2

Identification and Characterization of Rubber
Synthetic Enzyme/NLPs: Size Exclusion
Chromatography

Rubber synthetic enzyme/NLPs produced are expected to
be produced according to a procedure exemplified in
Example 1. The particles are expected to be separated from
unincorporated free proteins and lipids using size exclusion
chromatography (SEC). Size exclusion chromatography can
be performed using a Superdex 200 (GE Healthcare Life
Sciences) calibrated with a standard commercial molecular
weight kit, where the chromatography analysis is performed
with an Akta system. Standard size exclusion chromatogra-
phy can be used to obtain purified RuT NLPs, obtained on a
superdex 200 PC, using a PBS buffer at pH 7.5 and a flow of
elution at 0.15 mls/minute for purification.

Native and denaturing polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis
of'the SEC fractions are expected to be carried out according
to published procedures. [16, 17]

Example 3

Characterization of Rubber Synthetic Enzyme/NLPs:
Atomic Force Microscopy

Nanolipoprotein particles are expected to be produced and
separated from unincorporated free proteins and lipids using
size exclusion chromatography (SEC) as exemplified in
Example 2. The resulting fractions are expected to be char-
acterized for size and homogeneity by native and denaturing
gel electrophoresis and atomic force microscopy (AFM).

In particular, gel electrophoresis of the SEC fractions from
assembly A are expected to support the formation of NLPs
containing proteins from the cell solubilized membranes. In
order to determine the morphology and size distribution of
these particles, the SEC fractions are expected to be charac-
terized with AFM. Atomic force microscopy (AFM) is
expected to be carried out according to published procedures.
[16, 17] Three dimensional reconstructions of the complexes
can be carried out using electron microscopy followed by
computational structural analysis, or structural image analy-
sis.
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Example 4

Ex Vivo Production of NL.Ps Comprising Rubber
Polymerization Catalyst

Applicants expect to develop an ex vivo rubber production
capability that does not rely on any rubber producing plant per
se but rather on an approach utilizing our NLP nanoparticle
technology. In essence, NLPs containing functional rubber
biosynthetic enzyme(s)—rubber transferase (RT)—will be
fabricated in a manner analogous to the approach Applicants
developed for hydrogen production using NL.P-hydrogenase
constructs [31]. It is anticipated that NLP-RT will produce
cis-1,4 polyisoprene from monomeric substrate, isopentenyl
pyrophosphate (IPP); the latter will be synthesized in bulk
using established methodology [32].

The process of rubber biosynthesis will be monitored using
an established assay that measure incorporation of radio-
labeled isopreneyl-pyrophosphate or IPP. This assay provides
a quantitative perspective on the overall biologically cata-
lyzed polymerization reaction [43].

Ex vivo rubber synthesis has been demonstrated using
rubber particles purified from guayule, Ficus, Hevea, and
Taraxacum koksaghyz—a rubber producing dandelion [35].
In the latter case, intact RP were prepared and rubber trans-
ferase (RT) activity measured and quantified using '*C-la-
belled isopentenyl pyrophosphate (IPP); the label was uni-
formly incorporated into polyisoprene chains within the
rubber particle. Fabrication of high molecular weight poly-
isoprene rubber by an ex vivo process is expected to be
performed in accordance with the disclosure with nanolipo-
protein particles (NLP) and guayule rubber transferase (RT)
obtained from crude, disrupted RP membranes;

A suitable method expected to be applicable to the forma-
tion of RuT-NLP of the disclosure is the method described in
US application “Nanolipoprotein particles comprising
hydrogenase and related products methods and systems” Ser.
No. 12/352,472, filed on Jan. 12, 2009.

In particular, a process to produce natural rubber in NLP is
expected to include: 1) reconstitution of functional mem-
brane-associated rubber transferase (RuT) from rubber par-
ticle membrane preparations into stable NLP constructs; and
2) utilize molecularly expressed rubber transferase (RuT)
enzymes (CPT, AOS, SRPP, etc.). Applicant will fabricate
NLPs containing biosynthetic enzyme(s); NLPs are the prod-
uct of self-assembly between apolipoproteins and phospho-
lipids yielding uniform nanoparticles (10-25 nm). If a solu-
bilized membrane associated protein, e.g. RuT, is included
during NLP formation, it will be incorporated within the NLP
during self-assembly, often with complete retention of bio-
logical activity [31, 33]. Alternatively, in situ NLP-RuT con-
struct formation might be possible using cell-free systems
containing lipids and apolipoproteins as we have described
previously [34], [49].

In either case, it is anticipated the rubber biosynthetic
enzymes will function and polymerize isoprene-pyrophos-
phate (IPP) monomers into high molecular weight rubber.
Polymer synthesis will be initiated allylic pyrophosphate
primer molecule, farnesyl pyrophosphate, followed by addi-
tion of IPP monomer; the latter will be prepared by total
chemical synthesis from isopropyl alcohol [32]. Rubber poly-
mer formation will be monitored using an established assay
system that measures incorporation of radiolabeled (e.g. car-
bon-14) IPP monomer. Using an appropriately designed reac-
tion vessel that separates reactants from product, isopentyl
pyrophosphate (IPP) will be added and high molecular
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weight polyisoprene polymer will be produced, extracted and
characterized by scientists at the USDA-ARS laboratory.

Target genes for rubber synthesis will include as part of
RuT: cis-1,4-isopentyl pyrophosphate transferase (CPT), as
well as, or in concert with: allene oxide synthetase or AOS
(Cyp 450 74A2) and small rubber protein particle or SRPP
[28].

At least in some embodiments high quality natural rubber
is expected to be produced in a system based on isolated
rubber biosynthetic enzymes stabilized in a nanoparticle
environment. In particular, in some embodiments the strength
of this approach is expected to comprise: 1) creation of a
flexible system that will enable cost-effective NR production
and provide a molecular means to begin to understand more
fully processes associated with NR biosynthesis and/or 2)
eliminating the cost associated with NR production through
manual extraction of NR.

Example 5

Production, Identification and Uses of Rubber
Polymerization Catalysts

Production of a rubber polymerization catalyst (RuT)/
NLPs is expected to be performed as follows. Briefly, cellular
membranes from rubber particles such as the on illustrated in
FIG. 2 can be separated from cellular debris and washed using
centrifugation (see FIG. 1 and Example 1). A suspension of
the membranes can be added to a mixture of phospholipid
1,2-dimyristoyl-sn-glycero-3-phosphocholine (DMPC),
which mimics cell membrane phospholipids, a truncated
amphiphilic apoliprotein E with a mass of 22 kD (Apo E422k)
scaffold protein or an insect lipophorin, and cholate, a surfac-
tant used to aid NLP self-assembly.

The mixture is expected to be thermally cycled above and
below the transition temperature of DMPC to facilitate NLLP
self-assembly in accordance with the procedure described in
US application “Nanolipoprotein particles comprising
hydrogenase and related products methods and systems” Ser.
No. 12/352,472, filed on Jan. 12, 2009.

In particular, Applicants expect entrapment of membrane
associated rubber biosynthetic enzymes in NLP constructs.
For instance, apolipoproteins and “helper” lipids are expected
to be added to a collection of disrupted rubber particle (RPs)
membranes. Therein, the biosynthetic enzymes associated
with rubber biosynthesis would be incorporated into NLPs as
they naturally self-assemble, creating nanoparticles that con-
tain stabilized functional enzymes capable of rubber biosyn-
thesis. Recapitulation of this natural process free of the
entrapments and complexity of the plant super structure, (e.g.
cellular and vascular components), is expected to allow pro-
duction of high molecular weight rubber raw material free
from contaminants normally found in rubber latex material
harvested from a field environment.

In particular, an exemplified process is expected to be
directed at removing the biosynthetic enzymatic “machinery”
from the plant superstructure without impairing and possibly
without affecting specific enzymatic activities and result in
production of natural rubber or NR.

Example 6

Production of Immobilized Rubber Synthetic
Enzyme/NLPs

Immobilized rubber synthetic enzyme/NLP were pro-
duced by associating RuT-NLPs to a support.
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Inparticular, RuT-NLP assemblies were provided based on
the observation that the NLP scaffold protein provides a
handle for the eventual immobilization of the enzyme on
surfaces for heterogeneous catalysis. Additionally, the pres-
ence of the scaffold protein constrains the dimensions of the
bilayer and ensures quantized, controllable [16, 17] NLP
particle size distributions which are stable and consistent
between preparations compared to other model membrane
systems, such as inverted vesicles and detergent micelles. For
example, artificial vesicles are largely insoluble, and struc-
turally unstable. Furthermore, because vesicles are spherical
and therefore contain both an exposed and buried leaflet, a
large fraction of the enzymes of interest will have active sites
buried inside the vesicle.

Incorporation into lipid nanoparticles is expected to enable
RuT to be immobilized on high surface area porous supports
for continuous reactant cycling, and to be tested in a solution
phase synthetic enzyme pathways for ex-vivo production
from biomass.

Example 7

Hybrid Microbial Fuel Cell Using Bioinspired
Molecular Nanolipoprotein Particles

A prototype hydrogen production device that is based upon
the in vitro reconstitution of hydrogen evolution in microbes
has been designed by the Applicants and is depicted in the
schematic illustration of FIG. 3. In particular the diagram of
FIG. 3 shows possible design of a prototype rubber produc-
tion mimetic device which is expected to be used to test/
optimize biosynthetic enzymes and collect rubber polymer
products for evaluation.

Example 8

Ex Vivo Production of Natural Rubber Using
NLP-Stabilized Biosynthetic Enzymes

In order to produce natural rubber, isolated rubber particles
are subjected to breaking or shearing cells open by a sonicator
or a vortex. In order to sonicate the cells without destroying
the proteins through heat production by the sonicator, har-
vested cells are sonicated on a pulse system, using for
example, a Misonix Q55 Sonicator w/ 4" probe, Ultrasonic
Liquid Processor, Q55 with a setting at high level sonication
at8, 20 pulses at 0.5 seconds, for 3 cycles overice. The rubber
particles are then ultracentrifuged to remove the membrane
bound particles from the cell debris.

The pellet containing the RuT complexes are then dis-
solved in buffer A (50 mM Tris HCI, pH 8.5, 100 mM NaCl,
and 1 mM CHAPS detergent). After stirring for 1 hour in the
detergent, the proteins are slowly dialyzed out to remove the
CHAPS detergent, and concentrated using a centricon, and
incorporated into NLPs, which are preformed NLP nano-
constructs. NiNLPs can also be used for this procedure. The
NLPs or NiNLPs used for this procedure are fabricated using
apolipoprotein A-I, and/or apolipoprotein E4, 22K, DMPC,
DOPG, etc./The empty NLP integrity, i.e. size & shape, are
determined by atomic force microscopy or AFM prior to use.

The empty NLPs are added to a buffered solution of active
rubber transferase (RuT) derived from either: 1) recombinant
cis-(1,4)-polyprenyl-transferase (CPT & His-tagged CPT) or
2)disrupted rubber particle membrane fragments as indicated
above. The amount of RuT incorporated into NLP can then be
determined by C**-IPP incorporation assay an established
industry-wide activity measurement test. Incubation is done
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with the NLPs at 4° overnight, followed by size exclusion
chromatography to obtain pure NLPs with incorporated RuT.

The activity of the NLP stabilized NLPs are then tested
using an C**IPP incorporation assay. The process of rubber
biosynthesis is monitored using an established assay that
measures incorporation of radio-labeled isopreneyl-pyro-
phosphate or IPP. This assay provides a quantitative perspec-
tive on the overall biologically catalyzed polymerization
reaction [43].

As shown in FIG. 4, several samples as controls were used
to determine the activity levels of RuT purified from mono-
layer membranes and incorporated into bilayer NLPs.
Samples that were tested included 1) washed rubber particle;
2) washed rubber particle with and EDTA control (which
strips the cationic metal needed for the reaction); 3) NLP2 and
WRP proteins incubated overnight; 4) NLP1 plus WRP pro-
teins incubated overnight; 5) NLP1 plus WRP proteins incu-
bated for 1 hour; 6) a buffer blank control; and 7) a C** IPP
spike. As shown in the experimental C'*-IPP incorporation
assay, NLP1 plus WRP proteins incubated for one hour had
the largest amount of incorporation compared to the over-
night incubations.

Example 9
Protocol for Cell Free Reactions

Preparative 1-ml reactions were carried out as described in
Cappuccio et al 2008 [0049] using the Invitrogen Expressway
Maxi kit or the Roche Applied Science RTS 500 ProteoMas-
terkit. In brief, lyophilized reaction components (lysate, reac-
tion mixture, amino acid mixture, and methionine) were dis-
solved in Reconstitution Buffer and combined as specified by
the manufacturer. For co-expression a total of 5 pug of plasmid
DNA (RuT) was added to the lysate mixture along with added
DMPC vesicles. The reactions were incubated at 22-25° C.
according to the manufacturer’s procedure for the different
lysates for 4-18 h, typically overnight for large scale reactions
(1 ml). For membrane protein survey studies, 0.2 pg of RuT
encoding plasmid DNA and 1 pg of each membrane protein
encoding plasmid DNA were added to the cell-free mixture
where [35S]Met (135 mCi/mmol final concentration) (Perki-
nElmer Life Sciences) was added in place of methionine. The
soluble fraction was obtained by centrifuging the completed
reactions at 14,000 g for 5 min. Proteins were then separated
by SDS-PAGE (data not shown). Autoradiograms and the
percentage of solubility was determined using ImageJ soft-
ware to quantize labeled protein. Protocols can be found in
Cappucchio et al. [49]

Example 10

Purification of RuT-NLPs

The methods described below outlines nanolipoprotein
Particle (NLP) formation and purification performed as
described in Cappuccio et al 2008 [049]. The following mate-
rials and equipment were used: DMPC: 1,2-Dimyristoyl-sn-
Glycero-3-Phosphocholine (Avanti Polar Lipids); Purified
protein or truncation (RuT complex); TBS Buffer: 10 mM
Tris-HCI; 0.15 M NaCl; 0.25 mM EDTA; 0.005% NaN3
(sodium azide); adjust to pH 7.4. 23.8° C. and 20° C. water
baths; Probe or bath sonicator; Spin filter, 0.45 pm; Concen-
trator 50 kD MWCO, Vivaspin (Sartorius Inc.) (Other con-
centrator brands that are angled are also acceptable such as
Agilent, because the nanolipoprotein particle produced will
be larger than 200 kD, a 100 kD filter can be useful); FPLC
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Instrument (Shimadzu SCL—10A), size exclusion column
(Superdex 200 10/300 GL (GE Healthcare Life Sciences).

Nanolipoprotein particles (NLPs) form in a self-assembly
process in the correct mass ratio of apolipoprotein to lipid.
This ratio needs to be optimized for each different apolipo-
protein.

The water bath incubators were started with temperatures
at 25° C. and 20° C. 34 mg of DMPC were probe sonicated
into 1 mL of TBS at 6 amps for approximately 15 minutes or
until optical clarity is achieved. DMPC solution was centri-
fuged at 13700 RCF for 2.5 min to remove residual metal
from probe sonicator. The supernatant was transferred into a
new tube. Apo E422K was combined with DMPC in a ratio of
1:4 by mass in TBS buffer in a 1.5 mL. Eppendorf tube.
Typically batches are of the 250 pL size.

Transition temperature procedure was performed as fol-
lows: the tube was immersed in water bath for 10 minutes
each 25° C. (above DMPC transition temp.) followed by 20°
C. (below DMPC transition temp.). The procedure was
repeated three times then the tube was incubated at 23.8° C.
overnight.

Filter preparation was performed through a 0.45 pum spin
filter at 13700 RCF for 1 min and purify NLPs using size
exclusion chromatography. A Shimadzu SCL-10A FPLC was
used that was equipped with a Superdex 200 10/300 GL
column with TBS buffer, a 200 pl. sample injection volume,
and a flow rate of 0.5 mL/min. Collect 0.5 mL fractions
Fractions were concentrated using a Vivaspin 2 ultrafiltration
device with a 50 MWCO.

These examples contain elements of fundamental biologi-
cal processes that are expected to be separated from their
respective cellular environments and re-cast in the acellular
environment provided by NLPs. In the case of rubber, NLPs
enable a transition from the tree to produce rubber to a stable
molecular system/embodiment to produce rubber. In essence,
NLPs enable removal of'a biological process from the a whole
entity, e.g. a cell, a plant an animal and re-cast said activity
with just the germane molecular entities allowing more
detailed investigation and understanding.

The examples set forth above are provided to give those of
ordinary skill in the art a complete disclosure and description
of how to make and use the embodiments of the NLPs, meth-
ods and systems of the disclosure, and are not intended to
limit the scope of what the inventors regard as their disclo-
sure. Modifications of the above-described modes for carry-
ing out the disclosure that are obvious to persons of skill in the
art are intended to be within the scope of the following claims.
All patents and publications mentioned in the specification
are indicative of the levels of skill of those skilled in the art to
which the disclosure pertains. All references cited in this
disclosure are incorporated by reference to the same extent as
if each reference had been incorporated by reference in its
entirety individually.

The entire disclosure of each document cited (including
patents, patent applications, journal articles, abstracts, labo-
ratory manuals, books, or other disclosures) in the Back-
ground, Summary, Detailed Description, and Examples is
hereby incorporated herein by reference. All references cited
in this disclosure are incorporated by reference to the same
extent as if each reference had been incorporated by reference
in its entirety individually. However, if any inconsistency
arises between a cited reference and the present disclosure,
the present disclosure takes precedence.

The terms and expressions which have been employed
herein are used as terms of description and not of limitation,
and there is no intention in the use of such terms and expres-
sions of excluding any equivalents of the features shown and
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described or portions thereof, but it is recognized that various
modifications are possible within the scope of the disclosure
claimed Thus, it should be understood that although the dis-
closure has been specifically disclosed by preferred embodi-
ments, exemplary embodiments and optional features, modi-
fication and variation of the concepts herein disclosed can be
resorted to by those skilled in the art, and that such modifi-
cations and variations are considered to be within the scope of
this disclosure as defined by the appended claims

It is to be understood that the disclosures are not limited to
particular compositions or biological systems, which can, of
course, vary. It is also to be understood that the terminology
used herein is for the purpose of describing particular
embodiments only, and is not intended to be limiting. Itis also
to be understood that the terminology used herein is for the
purpose of describing particular embodiments only, and is not
intended to be limiting. As used in this specification and the
appended claims, the singular forms “a,” an and “the” include
plural referents unless the content clearly dictates otherwise.
Theterm “plurality” includes two or more referents unless the
content clearly dictates otherwise. Unless defined otherwise,
all technical and scientific terms used herein have the same
meaning as commonly understood by one of ordinary skill in
the art to which the disclosure pertains.

‘When a Markush group or other grouping is used herein, all
individual members of the group and all combinations and
possible subcombinations of the group are intended to be
individually included in the disclosure. Every combination of
components or materials described or exemplified herein can
be used to practice the disclosure, unless otherwise stated.
One of ordinary skill in the art will appreciate that methods,
device elements, and materials other than those specifically
exemplified can be employed in the practice of the disclosure
without resort to undue experimentation. All art-known func-
tional equivalents, of any such methods, device elements, and
materials are intended to be included in this disclosure.
Whenever a range is given in the specification, for example, a
temperature range, a frequency range, a time range, or a
composition range, all intermediate ranges and all subranges,
as well as, all individual values included in the ranges given
are intended to be included in the disclosure. Any one or more
individual members of a range or group disclosed herein can
be excluded from a claim of this disclosure. The disclosure
illustratively described herein suitably can be practiced in the
absence of any element or elements, limitation or limitations
which is not specifically disclosed herein.

Although any methods and materials similar or equivalent
to those described herein can be used in the practice for
testing of the specific examples of appropriate materials and
methods are described herein.

A number of embodiments of the disclosure have been
described. The specific embodiments provided herein are
examples of useful embodiments of the disclosure and it will
be apparent to one skilled in the art that the disclosure can be
carried out using a large number of variations of the devices,
device components, methods steps set forth in the present
description. As will be obvious to one of skill in the art,
methods and devices useful for the present methods can
include a large number of optional composition and process-
ing elements and steps.

In particular, it will be understood that various modifica-
tions may be made without departing from the spirit and
scope of the present disclosure. Accordingly, other embodi-
ments are within the scope of the following claims
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What is claimed is:

1. A nanolipoprotein particle comprising

a target protein,

a membrane forming lipid, and

a scaffold protein,

wherein the target protein is a natural rubber transferase

complex (RuT), wherein the natural rubber transferase
complex is provided within a discoidal membrane lipid
bilayer formed by the membrane forming lipid and sta-
bilized by the scaffold protein, and wherein the mem-
brane lipid bilayer is attached to the RuT through inter-
action of the natural rubber transferase complex
hydrophobic region with the membrane lipid bilayer.

2. The nanolipoprotein particle of claim 1, wherein the
natural rubber transferase complex is a collection of enzymes
capable of catalyzing formation of natural polyisoprene rub-
ber.

3. The nanolipoprotein particle of claim 1, wherein the
natural rubber transferase complex, is an isolated or purified
naturally occurring rubber transferase.

4. The nanolipoprotein particle of claim 1, wherein the
nanolipoprotein particle is immobilized to a support.

5. The nanolipoprotein particle of claim 4, wherein the
support is a solid support.

6. A method to perform rubber biosynthesis, the method
comprising:

providing reagents for performing said rubber biosynthe-

sis;

providing the nanolipoprotein particle of claim 1; and

contacting the reagents with the nanolipoprotein particle of

claim 1 for time and under conditions to allow the reac-
tion to occur, thus performing said rubber biosynthesis.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein the natural rubber trans-
ferase complex, is an isolated or purified naturally occurring
rubber transferase.

8. The method of claim 6 wherein the nanolipoprotein
particle of claim 1 is immobilized on a solid support.

9. The method of claim 6, wherein the rubber biosynthesis
is directed to rubber production.

10. A system to perform a rubber biosynthesis, the system
comprising:

one or more nanolipoprotein particles of claim 1; and

reagents for performing the rubber biosynthesis catalyzed

by the natural rubber transferase complex,

wherein the one or more nanolipoprotein particles of claim

1 and the reagents can be contacted for a time and under
condition to allow the rubber biosynthesis to occur.

11. The system of claim 10, wherein the natural rubber
transferase complex, is an isolated or purified naturally occur-
ring rubber transferase.
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12. A device for performing a rubber biosynthesis, the
device comprising:

a substrate compartment, a catalyst compartment, and a
product compartment, with the substrate compartment
in communication with the product compartment
through the catalyst compartment, wherein

the catalyst compartment comprises the nanolipoprotein
particle according to claim 1 arranged in a biosynthetic
assembly; and

the substrate compartment is configured to comprise
monomers for the rubber biosynthesis catalyzed by the
natural rubber transferase complex and to allow contact
between said monomers and said natural rubber trans-
ferase complex.

13. The device of claim 12, wherein the nanolipoprotein
particle is comprised in the catalyst compartment immobi-
lized to a solid support.

14. The device of claim 12, further comprising a product
compartment in communication with the catalyst compart-
ment, the product compartment configured to comprise the
product produced following the reaction of a substrate with
the biocatalyst.

15. The device of claim 12, wherein the natural rubber
transferase complex is an isolated or purified naturally occur-
ring RuT.
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